CONSTITUTION AND RULES
OF THE
55/53 BATTALION ASSOCIATION
TITLE
The name of the Association shall be the ‘55/53 Battalion Association’ hereinafter referred to as the
Association.

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

OBJECTS
To perpetuate the comradeship of the members of the 55/53 Australian Infantry Battalion
(Australian Infantry Force)
To render assistance wherever possible to such of the members as in the opinion of the Committee
are in need of such support.
To co-operate with kindred organisations in matters of interest and welfare to ex-members of the
Australian Services and/or their dependents.
To foster the spirit of devotion to Australia, and the British Commonwealth of nations.

ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP
All men, including attached personnel who served with the 55th, 53rd or the 55/53 Australian Infantry
Battalion during the period 3rd September 1939 to 26th May 1946, are by virtue of that fact members of
the Association.

(a)

(b)

(c)
(d)

OTHER MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
Association membership without voting rights may be granted to any person, who in the opinion
of the Committee of the Association, has had a close relationship with the Association and
warrants the granting of associate membership,
Honorary membership may be granted from year only to those who, in the opinion of the
Committee of the Association, who have rendered to the Association such services as to merit
this distinction,
Life Membership may be conferred on a member having given meritorious service as an ‘Officer’
of the Association as defined in this constitution,
In instances of Honorary and Life membership, such nomination must have unanimous
endorsement of the ‘Committee’ of the Association.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
The subscription shall be an amount fixed by the Annual General Meeting.
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FINANCIAL YEAR
The financial shall end on 30 of September.
th

OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION
(a) PRESIDENT: The President may be appointed my members at an Annual General Meeting for a
term of office not to exceed (3 or 5 years) in the first instance,
(b) SECRETARY: The Secretary as for President)
(c) TREASURER: The Treasurer (as for President and Secretary
The office of Treasurer may for convenience be held in conjunction with that of ‘Secretary’ if so
determined.
COMMITTEE
The Association hall be governed by a Committee of ten (10) members with the constitution being
included in the total membership number agreed upon.
NOMINATION FOR OFFICERS
Signed nominations in writing for members seeking such appointments as ‘Officers’ or ‘Committee’
members of the Association shall be lodged with the Secretary 14 days before each Annual General
Meeting.
AUDITOR
(a) An auditor or auditors shall be elected at each Annual General Meeting,
(b) Accounts presented for audit shall be countersigned by two members of the committee and
when audited shall be tabled at the Annual General Meeting,
(c) Such tabled accounts shall be prepared to be identified as normal Income and Expenditure of
the Association within the total financial presentation.
BANKING ACCOUNT
(a) The committee shall ensure that all monies received shall be paid into a bank account as soon as
possible after receipt.
(b) The banking account shall normally be operated upon by two signatories, namely the President
and Secretary,
(c) A third signatory shall be nominated to substitute for a normal bank signatory should such be
necessary,
(d) A statement of accounts paid during the period since the last Committee meeting shall be
presented to the next ensuing Committee meeting together with such income and expenditure
statements as required by the Committee.
INCOME
The income and property of the Association howsoever derived shall be applied solely towards the
promotion of the objects of the Association and no portion thereof shall be paid or transferred directly
or indirectly by way of profit to members of the Association provided that nothing herein contained
shall be construed so as to prevent the payment to any such member of out of pocket expenses incurred
by him on behalf of the Association.
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PROPERTY
All property of the Association shall be under control of the Committee, which shall have complete
disposable power in respect thereof.
QUORUM
(a) Twenty members shall form a quorum at any General Meeting or Extraordinary General
Meeting,
(b) Five members shall form a quorum at any meeting of the Committee.
ALTERATION OF RULES
(a) Subject to notice of motion being given one month prior to such meeting, any General Meeting
or Extraordinary General Meeting of the Association shall have the power to make additional
rules or vary or rescind any of the existing rules,
(b) The ‘Officers’ and ‘Committee’ shall be elected by the Annual General Meeting of members,
(c) The committee shall have the power to fill any office that becomes vacant.
MEETINGS
(a) Meetings of the Committee shall be held at least once in each half of the term of office at such
time and place the Committee shall determine.
(b) The Annual General Meeting shall be held once a year. Ten clear days’ notice in writing shall be
given to each member, specifying the place, the day, and the hour of such meeting, and in case
of special business, the general nature of that business,
(c) The Committee may at any time and the Secretary shall upon receiving a request in writing
signed by at least fifteen (15) members, stating the business for which it is required, convene an
Extraordinary General Meeting. Ten (10) clear days’ notice in writing shall be given to each
member specifying the place, the day and the hour of such meeting and the general nature of
business to be dealt with at such meeting.
WINDING UP
The Association may be wound up upon a special Resolution at an Extraordinary Meeting duly convened
to do so. Upon such a resolution, all property and assets of the Association, after payment of all properly
incurred debts and liabilities of the Association, shall be dissolved of in such a manner, as such special
meeting shall resolve, provided such disposition is to an organisation having similar objects as this
Association.
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